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The following documents, evoking memorable 
episodes of the past, have been collected 
together in honour of the 


CORONATION OF HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI 


whose accession to the Throne opens a 
new Chapter in Britain’s eventful History. 


LADY JANE GREY 
ANNOUNCES HER ACCESSION 
TO THE THRONE OF ENGLAND 


Lady Jane Grey married Lord Guilford Dudley on May 21, 1553, when 
she wad only axteen. When brought before the Council and informed that she 
was to succeed Edward VI on the Throne of England, she fainted and had to 
be carried from the Chamber. 

The letter on the oppostte page was written on July 10, 1553, from the 
Lower of London to William Parr, Marquess of Northampton, announcing 
her accession as Queen of England oo requiring his allegiance and help 
against the claims to the Throne, of Princess Mary, whom Lady Jane GREY 
calls ‘‘ the bastard daughter of Henry VIII’’. 

How tragic was the destiny of this charming girl-wife! She was desperately 
in love with the handsome young husband che had just married, and was 
forced, through the ambition of her father-in-law, the Earl of Warwick, to 
ascend the English Throme in defiance of the lawful rights of the daughter 
of Henry VIM, Mary Tudor, who almost immediately recovered the Crown 
and ordered Jane and her youthful husband to be beheaded. 

After being dethroned and committed to the Tower, this pathetic little 
nine-day Queen waited a whole year for the hour of her execution. WF hen the 
beadsman came to take her away she murmured with a wan omile: ‘‘ I knew 
my cousin Mary had not forgotten me. » Then at the last, again turning to 
the executioner: Do not tremble !....”’ And she laid her fair head on the block. 


In the accompanying letter addressed ‘‘ to our right trustie and wellbiloved cousyn and 
Counsellor the Lorde Marques of Northampton, our Lieutenant of our Counties of Surreye, 
Northampton, BedforJ and Berkshire’, Lady Jane Grey writes ‘‘advertiseng”’ him that, ‘‘where it 
hath pleased Almighty God tc call to his mercye out of this lief our derest cousyn the King your 
late Sovereigne Lorde, by reason whereof and such ordonaunces as the said late king did establish 
in his lief tyme for the securitie and welthe of this realme we are entred into our rightful posses- 
sion of this kingdom... and by the assent and consent of our said nobles and counsaillours... we 
doe this daye make our-entree into our Tower of London as rightful Quene of this realme... 
nothing doubting right trusty and wellbiloved but that ye will endevour yourself in all things to 
he uttermost of your power, not only to defende our juste title, but also assist us in our rightful 
possession of this kingdom and to disturbe, repell and resist the faymed and untrewe clayme of 
the Lady Marye, bastard daughter to our greate uncle Henry the eight of famous memorye ". 


(British Museum). 
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SIR PHILIP SIDNEY’S LAST LETTER . 


This epic hero, poet, statesman, soldier, and a favourite of Queen 
Elizabeth, was endowed to the highest degree with the human virtues. 

Gwen command of a force in the Netherlands by the Queen, he was shot 
in the thigh by amuoket bullet on September 22, 1586, while trying tointercept 
a convoy of provisions for the enemy during the Battle of Zutphen. 

Though a prey to burning thirst, be refused, in favour of a dying solder, 
a cup of water that was brought to him, saying: ‘‘ Thy need ts greater than 
mine”. 

He was only thirty-two, and clung to life. Though in the throes of death, 
he still had the strength to write to Jaen W yer (surgeon to the Duke of Cleves) 
the accompanying note, which we tranolate, the original being in Latin : 


My Weire, come come, I am in peril of my life and I want Thee. Neither 
living nor dead will I be ungrateful. I can do no more but earnestly pray that 
thou mayest hasten. Farewell. At Arnem. Thine. 


PH. SIDNEY. 


Unfortunately the letter arrived too late to be of use, for the gallant soldier 
dted on the following day. 
(Public Record Office). 
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SIGNATURE OF GUY FAWKES UNDER TORTURE 


Guy FAWKES, most famous of the conspirators in the Gunpowder 
Plot, which was intended to blow up the King, the Prince of Wales, and the 
Lords and Commons at the opening of Parliament on November 5, 1605, 
wad arrested while in charge of preparations for the explosion. He was imme- 
diately put to torture so that a complete confession could be forced from him. 

The document on the opposite page ts part of his examination under 
torture, and the signature, incomplete and obviously shaky, appears to have 
been written during or immediately after his ordeal. 

Two months later Guy FAW KES and bis six accomplices were tried at 
Westminster bya Special Commission. All were found guilty and condemned 
lo death (January 26, 1606). So that the punishment should serve as.awarning, 
care wad taken to make their execution, the next day but one, as solenm and 
terrifying av possble. 


TRANSCRIPT OF THE LAST TWO PARAGRAPHS OF HIS EVIDENCE 
(NOVEMBER 110, 1605). 
He further saith that the Wednesday before his apprehencion he went forthe of the Towne 
to a house in Enfield chase on this side of Theobalds where Wally doth ly-and thither came 
Robert Catsby, Graunt and Thomas Winter, where he stayed Sonday night following. 


He confesseth also that there was speech emongst them to drawe Sir Walter Rawley to 
take part with them being one that might stand them in good stead, as others in like sort were 


named. Guido 


Taken before us and subscribed by the examinate before us Edw. Coke W. Waad Edward 
Forsett. 
(Public Record Office). 


CROMWELL’S REPORT ON THE BATTLE 
OF NASEBY 


CROMWELL was a man of strange genius and complex character, an 
extraordinary mixture of greatness and baseneds, of sincerity and decett, 
of nobility and cruelty, of tolerance and fanaticiom. Every posstbhle contrast 
ts geen tn his stormy nature, a prey to political and religious passions and the 
consuming worrtes of ambition. | : 

At the beginning of the Cwil War (1642) CROMPELL obtained 
a commission as a Captain of Horse, and recruited a force in the Eastern 
Counties, made up of farmers, of sone of well-to-do husbandmen, and war- 
hardened troopers, who were given the name of “ Cromwell's Ironsides” . WV ith 
these he routed the King’s Cavalry in a number of encounters that decided 
the issue of the great battles of Marston Moor (1644) and Naseby (1645). 

The latter wae the more dectuive in bringing about the downfall of Charles I, 
since tt led to his internment at Holmby, his arraignment before a High 
Court of Justice, and finally his execution. It ts said that, moved aga tt were 
by a vindictiveness still unsatisfied, CROMWELL insisted on looking at 
the dead body of his adversary tn his coffin. 

The letter opposite, of great historical interest, was sent by CROM- 
WELL to Mr. Lenthal, Speaker of the House of Commong, informing him 
of the Roundheads' victory over the Royalists at Naveby, and was written on 
the evening of the battle... 

(British Museum). 


NLT 


Ke ie ut! Gocndes is UY. ls we, 


Cet?’ 4 Mink’ wy fille bout fo ae 5), 


aL, D aks wth 1k ‘yrod Avie o/ Geo 


V/s ey 
hewawds HH, ¢ and vs, wes maths) Yi 14 


apts | Me Keyes is wis before 03 


pp 
yy yon 
2! Yr: 


pp 


yw 
VEO?) 7 ors 

yw 

154 


ng tb 
‘WarVvyiy 

ayy 

"a 


ino 


i 


V4 


| ae Bi GHA. FA 
or “ngr, 
3 
Ur eed 


gee 3 


oe 


marched fowatds hun, FLEE “pee 


(ental 


Sa Se. 


Each 


wirf 4 
Vi Ds 
oe 


tt prt 

ad tem Coe hrawsts fei BER Lo s 

a ah bay worked hag Aeon, Prien 7 
apo sooo 1 Bey & many 

a l f what ns Wh yl 


LF HINA F2 
we Bid 7 


ip é 
ly ae | 


UAE 
i: 
y 


7 


Y 


Wea Py 
ned 


HL 
f2 


Sic hscad/) 


9 
J 


V7 A 


y 
AS Ae Lb po FE 


Mt 


a 


~ 
/ 


/ 
AA WAAL hes 


Ea th, Kuge 
Spe opie fe bus va hadf 


Peale belesfi fia 
4 C {y shares with 
at 0, hes an 
2 Sat, ad MH nee 3 
ag eee fie, b Se Ya seal 


ost I 


Linas 
"os 


poe 


y i fA Saasndet ho Heaunn brour, lt? pid 
aed Cay eee peX why freon ae this yy; 


Si. ut U5) Lay Arwuiss aw WSs, | 


ae as ae RGIS Rass SRT 73 RELA ED ANSI AIRE TS ASSESSES LT Pe oR SS nIeneenemeaesaeeneeeeeracnn 
ESS EI jt Tass SE Re Es Sa Fig, Sle aes SS seme Bers Lh ener 


CHARLES I INFORMS HIS SISTER OF THE BIRTH 
OF A SON AND HEIR 


After the death of Charles I, who was beheaded outside VF hitehall, his 
gon es to Scotland, the birthplace of his line, where his followers proclaimed 
bim King. 

In eee just ao the fortunes of the Stuarts seemed to be finally broken, 
Charles 11, who had been wandering on the Continent for several years, 
benefited by the weariness of the opposing parties: he was called back to 
London and ascended the Throne. Reprisals immediately followed the 
restoration. 

For, despite a formal amnesty, the scaffold was vet up for those who had 
taken part in the beheading of Charles I, and the most cruel tortures were 
ee iy for them. Aa for Cromwell, his remaine were dug up from VW est- 
minster Abbey and buried under the gallows al Tyburn. 

A reminder of these events cannot fail to give a deeply moving character 
to the letter on the opposite page, tn which Charles I announces lo his 
ill-fated swter Elizabeth, Ones of Bohemia, known to history as the 
“ Winter Queen”, the birth of a son, the future Charles 1H, who wae 
destined, thirty years after, to avenge his father on those who took the most 


active parl in his execution. 
(Royal Library. Windsor Castle). 
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A PROPHECY BY JOHN CHURCHILL, 
Is DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH 


“ The astounding progress of Her Majesty's arms under the Earl 
of MARLBOROUGH haze brilliantly nae) the honour of the Englwsh 
nation’’. This wae the motion paseed by the House of Commons in 1709, 
in praise of one of England's greatest commanders in the field. 

The letter on the opoosite page, written by him to General Townshend, 
gives news of the battle of Malplaquet (1709), the last important engagement 
with the French in the WF ar of the Spanish Succession. 

The “ Peace” which MARLBOROUGH predicts in the letter came three 
years later, with the signing of the Peace of Utrecht, June, 1712. 


(British Museum). 
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NELSON'S UNFINISHED LETTER 


On October 21, 1805, Horatio Nelson, England's greatest sailor, and 
hero of a hundred and twenty fights before he was thirty-eight, patd with his 
life for the victory of Trafalgar over the combined fleets of France and Spain. 

Scorning dangers that had already left cruel marks on a frail body, be 
wenl into action at Trafalgar wearing his admiral’s uniform, a target for 
vharp-shooters in the masts of the enemy vessels. Risking his dtvspleasure, 
his officers had asked him to change his dress, or at least to cover bis decora- 
tions. But Nelson had won them with honour and, reminding hie officers 
of this, satd he would wear them till with honour be died. 

From the Victory he opened fire on the Bucentaure, commanded by 
Admiral Villeneuve, and then on La Santa Trinidad and the Redou- 
table, when a musket shot from the top of the latter struck him in the upper 
breast and plunged into his spine. Though mortally wounded, he calmly 
gave orders till victory was complete. But with the enemy vanquished and 
Admiral Villeneuve a prisoner, Nelson could face his end. “I have donemy 
duty, thank God for that ”, were his last words. 

The first part of this poignant letter was written two days before Tra- 
falgar, the second on the eve of the battle... On it, Lady Hamilton wrote 
a few lines ending with : 

Oh miserable wretched Emma 
Oh glorious and happy Nelson. 


(British Museum). 
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THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON 
INFORMS A FRENCH GENERAL 
OF THE VICTORY OF WATERLOO 


Towards the end of WFellington’s life, the glory that Waterloo gave him 
had deepened to reverence. The nation, from the Royal Family to the humblest 
subject, regarded him with something near to awe. No longer was he merely 
the man of battle, the clever and unyielding strategist, but the ‘‘ conqueror of 
conquerors,” ‘' the mightiest of captains, ” “ the supreme soldier.” For the 
heey he had won over the greatest of adversaries had changed the face of the 
world... 

At the Congress of Vienna, paying a gallant tribute to the bravery of 
the opposing troops, WELLINGTON declared to General Jomint that he 
had “ never seen anything more worthy of admiration than the ten or twelve 
repeated charges of the French Cuirassiers against troops of every branch of 
the Service”, and that June 18 had been “a battle of grants”. 

Dumouriez, the French General who defeated the Prissiansand Austrians 
"at Jemmapes and at Valmy, and who was removed from hie command by the 
Convention, remained on friendly terms with WELLINGTON. It wae to 
him that the “ Iron Duke” wrote this letter, begun four days before and 
finished two days after Waterloo, not far from the still smoking ruins of the 
battlefield. It ts impossible to read such a document without emotion. 


Brussels, June 14, 1815 
My Dear General, a 


I have received your letter of June g, and assure you that I shall have the greatest pleasure 
in recommending to Prince Metternich the request you intend to make to the Emperor for the 
restitution of your pension. 


Nivelles, June 20 


I began this letter on June 14 and, as there was no post that day, did not finish it. I 
was engaged with the enemy on Friday, when there was a post. I have since received your 
letter of the 15th, for which I am much obliged. You have seen what I have done, and I hope 
you will be pleased. Never have I seen a battle like that of the day before yesterday nor won 
such a victory, and | hope this is the end of Bonaparte. We are in hot pursuit of him. 

I have the honour to be, my dear General, your very obedient servant. 


WELLINGTON. 
(British Museum). 
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NAPOLEON’S APPEAL TO ENGLAND 


After the battle of Waterloo (June 18, 1815), the Emperor returned to 
Paris and there, under the pressure of the Chamber of Representatives, 
signed his abdication. Events then moved owiftly... 

On June 29, NAPOLEON left La Malmaicon in civilian garb for 
Rochefort and the Islandof Aix, in thevain hope of obtaining from England 
a passport to the United States. Any attempt to sail without one would 
have been hopeless, foran English fleet kept constant watch. 

Meanwhile, in Paris, the Bourbone had again assumed control. By way 
of signalising his accession, Louis XVIII ordered the Maritime Prefect 
of Rochefort to arrest the Emperor and hand him over to the English. The 
Prefect refused to obey an order which he considered outrageous, but urgently 
begged NAPOLEON to hasten his submiovoton. 

Hemmeod in on all sides, worn out, feverish, broken in health, NAPO- 
LEON communed with himeelf part of the night; then, feeling that the 
worthier course wae lo surrender to his conqueror, the Emperor, whose usual 
handwriting was vo difficult to read, drafted with the utmost care a letter of 
submiseton to the Prince Regent of England. | 

On July 15, at daybreak, NAPOLEON, wearing his legendary unt- 
form, ey with those who were to share his captivity, on board the 
Epervier, which took him to the English man-of-war Bellerophon, where 
Captain Maitland and hie staff awailed him. He was never to vee hts 
beloved France again. 


Your Royal Highness, Exposed to the factions which distract my country and to the enmity 
of the greatest powers in Europe, I have ended my political career, and I come, like Themistocles 
to appeal to the hospitality of the British people. I put myself under the protection of their laws 
and beg your Royal Highness, as the most powerful, the most determined and the most generous 
of my enemies, to grant me this protection, NAPOLEON 


(Royal Library, Windsor). 
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